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HOUSEKEEPERS'   CHAT  WEDNESDAY,  July  14,  1937. 

(FOR  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY) 

SUBJECT:     "NEWS  FOR  EOOD  SHOPPERS.  "    Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Agricul- 
tural Economics,  U.S.D.A.  and  the  Consumers'  Counsel,  A. A. A. 

— 00OO00 — 

Our  regular  fortnightly  tips  for  food-buyers  are  here  on  schedule 
today — notes  on  probable  supplies  and  prices  of  seasonal  foods  as  compiled 
by  Department-of-Agriculture  economists  and  analyzed  by  the  Consumers' 
Counsel  of  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Administration. 

Prospects  for  potatoes,  fresh  vegetables  and  fruits — with  the  exception 
of  citrus  fruits,  all  soand  cheerful.  Apparently  the  supplies  are  large  and 
the  prices  going  down.  The  economists  state  it  this  way.  They  say:  "Rela- 
tively large  supplies  of  potatoes  and  nearly  all  truck  crops  are  in  prospect 
during  the  summer.  Citrus  fruit  marketings  are  expected  to  be  small,  but 
supplies  of  most  other  fruits  probably  will  be  relatively  large.  During  the 
summer  most  fruit  and  vegetable  prices,  of  course,  decline  seasonally." 

During  July  supplies  of  many  fruits  and  vegetables  on  the  market  reach 
their  peak.     The  fresh  products  that  usually  hit  their  seasonal  high  in  July 
are:  watermelons,  limes,  lemons,  honeydew  melons,  currants,  raspberries, 
gooseberries,  blueberries,  and  lettuce  and  squash.     Shipments  of  peaches, 
figs,  cantaloups  and  sweetcorn  are  increasing  all  this  month  but  their  peak 
comes  in  August.     Then,  pears,  apples  and  grapes  start  moving  to  market  this 
month  but  their  high  point  is  not  due  until  late  summer  or  early  fall.  Local 
truck  gardens  will  probably  provide  fairly  large  supplies  of  most  vegetables 
not  at  their  yearly  high  point.    As  for  tomatoes,  cucumbers  and  cherries, 
they  usually  drop  off  during  July  from  the  high  point  they  reached  in  June. 

Favorable  growing  conditions  and  a  substantial  increase  in  acreage 
planted  to  potatoes  have  resulted  in  unusually  large  supplies  of  potatoes 
lately.    And  supplies  will  probably  continue  to  be  large  all  this  month. 
Potato  production  in  the  States  that  ship  mostly  in  July  is  one  and  a  half 
times  as  large  as  a  year  ago,   according  to  estimates.     The  bulk  of  the 
potatoes  on  the  market  in  July  comes  from  Virginia.     New  Jersey  will  step 
up  as  the  principal  shipper  in  August.    Potato  prices  usually  go  down  during 
the  summer  and  reach  their  low  point  in  mid-August. 

Are  you  a  watermelon  enthusiast?     Then  here's  news  for  you.  The 
second  large st  watermelon  crop  on  record  is  promised  for  this  summer.  The 
States  shipping  in  July  probably  will  have  about  7  million  more  melons  than 
last  year.    And  more  acres  than  ever  before  are  planted  to  watermelons  for 
shipping  in  August  and  September.    About  half  the  yearly  melon  supplies  come 
to  market  during  July. 


-  2  - 


As  for  cantaloups,   they  promise  to  be  unusually  good  in  quality  all 
during  July.    Many  large  size  cantaloups  will  probably  appear  on  the  market. 
But  the  markets  will  probably  have  a  smaller  supply  than  they  had  a  year  ago. 
Arizona  is  the  heaviest  shipper  during  July  and  peak  shipments  from  this 
state  are  expected  in  mid-July.     The  economists  have  not  been  able  to 
estimate  production  in  the  States  marketing  in  August  and  September,  but  they 
report  that  planted  acreage  is  larger  than  a  year  ago.    A  late  grovdng  season 
has  held  back  the  usual  seasonal  price-decline  in  cantaloups,  but  with  better 
weather  and  increased  supplies  you  can  expect  lower  prices.     The  lowest  point 
in  cantaloup  prices  will  probably  come  in  August. 

Though  the  forecasters  say  that  the  total  peach  crop  this  year  will 
be  larger  than  last  year's  crop,   the  States  shipping  mainly  in  July  won't 
put  many  peaches  on  the  market,  because  they  have  such  a  very  small  crop 
this  year.    Georgia  especially  had  hard  luck  with  peaches  this  year.  But 
in  the  States  where  peaches  are  ripe  during  the  late  summer  and  fall,  peach- 
growers  expect  a  larger  crop  than  last  year.     The  California  crop,  which  is 
mostly  used  for  canning  and  drying,  is  about  the  same  size  as  a  year  ago. 
So  the  early  peaches  will  probably  cost  more  than  they  have  since  1930. 
Then,  later  in  the  sea.son,  as  more  peaches  come  on  the  market,  their  price 
will  go  down  probably. 

Pears  are  going  to  be  plentiful  this  year,  the  forecasters  say.  In 
fact,  they  predict  record-size  pear  producti on.     The  first  shipments  will 
probably  come  to  market  about  the  middle  of  July  and  pear  supplies  will  in- 
crease from  then  on  until  they  reach  their  peak  in  September. 

You  have  probably  already  noticed  the  new  crop  of  grapes  and  early 
apples  in  your  market.    But  supplies  of  apples  and  grapes  will  probably  be 
small  during  July  and  August.     The  peak  movement  does  not  corne  until 
October.     The  crop  forecasters  say  it  is  too  early  yet  to  predict  apple 
production  with  any  but  certainty,  that  present  indications  arc  that  the 
crop  will  be  above  average  -  in  fact,  the  largest  since  1931. 

Now  a  little  poultry  and  egg  news.     During  the  next  2  or  3  months 
the  poultry  prices  will  go  down  more  than  usual  because  of  the  large  supplies 
of  frozen  poultry  in  storage — record  size  stocks  of  frozen  poultry.  These 
storage  supplies  will  probably  offset  the  effect  of  smaller  supplies  of 
fresh  poultry  on  the  market.     The  effect  of  smaller  hatchings  this  year  and 
thus  of  smaller  supplies  of  fresh  poultry  will  probably  show  up  next  fall 
and  early  winter,  when  you  will  very  likely  pay  more  for  your  chicken  or 
turkey  than  usual. 

As  for  egg  prices,  they  are  likely  to  be  lower  than  usually  from  now 
on  until  the  end  of  the  year.     Egg  production  has  been  relatively  heavy,  say 
the  ec^no^sts,  and  considerable  quantities  of  eggs  are  in  cold  storage. 
These /cold  storage  supplies  will  help  keep  the  price  of  eggs  from  going  up 
as  much  as  usual  during  the  fall  and  early  winter. 

That  concludes  the  tips  on  supplies  and  prices  of  seasonal  foods  from 
the  Consumers'  Market  Service. 


